Held would please understand that Herr von Papen had his
complete confidence and he could take it that von Papen's
policy was his policy also. Nothing daunted, Held returned
the Field-Marshal's fire. " Was there any truth in the rumour
that it was intended to withdraw police authority from all the *
States and vest it in the Reichs Government? "
With the decree for this very contingency in draft, von
Papen looked Held straight in the eye and replied that no
such act was contemplated, but if the Government should
have to do so, he could personally guarantee that control
would never pass into the hands of a National Socialist
Minister. Held appeared to be doubtful, for in 1932
there were already National Socialist administrations in
Thuringia and Brunswick, so Hindenburg hastened to
confirm his Chancellor's undertaking, concluding, " so
long as I am in office these bandits will never get their
hands on the police force."
The time when a man's word counted for anything in
German politics had long passed. To break one's word
was the hall-mark of a skilful politician. The German
people, the Reichstag and the Constitution no longer
mattered. The ultra-Nationalists were going to see to it
that the first Junker Chancellor in Republican Germany
kept his seat in the saddle.
The Herrenkltib) which by now was really the Chancellery,
it seemed, decided to take a hand and a circular was sent
out to " All social and political associations of men of
goodwill in Germany/' It was rather an interesting docu-
ment* ". . . an important fact to be noticed is that the
Chancellor himself is a member of the committee of the
Hernnklub and that Herr von Braun and Herr von Gayl1
are likewise members of the club. Herr von Schleicher,
the Minister for War, belongs to an affiliated club and the
new Finance Minister2 is also one of our frequent visitors.
" Our general opinion of the Papen Cabinet may be
gathered from our articles in Der Ring. But perhaps you
will be interested in the broadcast speech which Herr von
1 Von Braun was Minister of Agriculture and Food. Von Gayl was Home
Secretary.
1 Count von Scnweria-Krozlgk, a former Oxford Rhodes Scholar.
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